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POLITICAL. 


Ws extract the following observations from an editorial in the Srthatz, 
Russia and the British Govern. akdsh, of the 29th March :—While we are 
ment. not disposed to quarrel with anybody fo, 
holding a different view of the matter, it is clearly our opinion, and we haye 
maintained it all along, that the British Government should either conquer 
and annex Afghanistan or reduce it to the condition of an allied or feudg. 
tory state, while making a treaty of commerce with Russia. There could be 
no question that there is no other way, which is so equally sure, of securing 
the true and substantial progress of India. Now, according to not a few men 
of experience and wisdom, the conquest of Cabul is a task which appears to 
be little short of impracticable, while it is likely to prove both costly and 
unprofitable. The reducing of the country to the position of a feudato 
state again would be an act of cruelty which could never meet with the 
approbation of any feeling person. But there would be no room for such 
objections if Afghanistan were in the position of afriendly power. We 
would therefore suggest that a wise and competent person should be selected 
from the late reigning family of the Afghan Sardars and installed as Amir, 
He should further be required to enter into a treaty with the British 
Government guaranteeing the safety of trade routes through Afghanistan to 
both Russia and India, and the establishment and maintenance of rail- 
ways and telegraph stations in the country. Those that are opposed to the 
establishment of free commercial relations between Russia and India either 
do not know, or it may be do not want, the true means of securing the good 
of the people of this country. 
2. The following is the substance of an article in the Ananda Bacar 
The political parties in Englana, /@érdkd, of the 30th March :—Whatever 
and the people of India, injuries the Conservatives may have done to 
this country, they have rendered it one signal service. Thanks to their 
policy of repression, almost all Englishmen who can read and write probably 
now know a good deal about India, while a knowledge of this country was 
formerly confined to only a few educated men. The more high-handed the 
actions of the Ministry became, the more powerful was the agitation 
respecting Indian affairs which began to be made by the Liberals for the 
purpose of discrediting them, until the whole party has succeeded in effect- 
ing what it was not possible for Mr. Fawcett to effect single-handed. India 
now commands so much attention in England that many are in hopes 
of seeing somebody sitting in next Parliament as the representative of 
India. The importance to which we have attained, owing to the injustice of 
the Conservatives and the self-seeking of the Liberals, augurs well for this 
country. We must, however, turn our advantages to account. The deputa- 
tion of Baboo Lal Mohan Ghose to England, the efforts that are now being 
made to raise by subscriptions the election expenses of Mr. Fawcett, and 
the address issued to the electors of Great Britain by the Puna Sdrvajantk 
Sabha are calculated to be immensely beneficial to this end. We have 
joined the Liberal ranks, and the reason is not far to seek. The Conserva- 
tives now form the stronger party, and would not therefore attach much 
value to our support. The Liberals, however, would do this. They are 
besides men of principle and possessed of moral scruples—a thing which can- 
not be said of their opponents. Still there is no reason to be unduly con- 
fident that the Liberals, if they return to power, will do any lasting good to 
the people of India. It were a mistake to think thus. Self-interest is the 
ruling principle of British statesmen, and it is idle to suppose that the 
Liberal leaders in office will be bound to give effect to sentiments which for 
party considerations they uttered when in opposition. Politics and morals 
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sre not one and the same thing. The Conservatives also when not in ‘office 
nsed to make fine speeches. 
9 he same paper in another article descants on the loyalty of the 
people of Bengal to the British Government. 
Reward of loyalty: Now, remarks the writer, there are at the 
present moment no more than a thousand soldiers in Bengal, and the 
number would be even smaller if the recommendations of the Army Com- 
mission were adopted. No European Sovereign would, with such a small 


force, venture to guard even his own native land. Yet in Bengal, which in 


extent and population is larger than all other European states except Russia, 
and which is governed by the British, not by any natural right, but by virtue 
of conquest, a few soldiers are all that is maintained by Government. Now, 
hat can be the reason of this? There can be but two suppositions—either 
that the Bengali is unsurpassed for his loyalty, or that he is not regarded as 
4 man by the authorities, that is, is looked upon either as a beast or a woman. 
That the Bengalis are not women need no proofs. Even if they were, their 


number is so large that they could easily, if so minded, cause disturbance, — 


particularly to British rulers, who are themselves ruled by a woman. 

The authorities again might not recognize the necessity of keeping 
troops in Bengal, for the simple reason that there is no unity among 
the inhabitants. But Bengalis have, on more than one occasion, shown that 
they can combine—witness Titu Meer’s rebellion, the rising of the Sonthals, 
the indigo riots, and the agrarian disturbances which took place in Pubna. 
The geographical position of Bengal is also characteristic. It is bounded 
on one side by the ocean, and on the other by a chain of mountains. If the 
people could therefore once succeed in expelling an invader from this 
country, he would find it difficult to re-enter it. The proximity of Nepal, 
which-is an independent state, and inhabited by a warlike people on its 
northern side, is a point which cannot be lightly passed over. It is well 
known that Nepal is under the influence of China, and it is quite possible 
that the latter power might, if it chose, enter Bengal through that country. 
Government is fully aware of these and other possibilities; and when there- 
fore it proposes a reduction .of the troops stationed in Bengal, it is hut reason- 
able to conclude that the rulers have the highest confidence in the loyalty of 
the Bengalis. This conclusion, however, is at variance with facts. No loyal 
people would have an Arms Actor a Press Act enacted for their discipline ; 
and yet the Bengalis, than whom a more loyally disposed nation is scarcely 
tobe found anywhere, have been subjected to both these measures. They 
are distrusted and despised by therulers. A rigorous Criminal Procedure 
Code has been introduced into Bengal. They are excluded from all high 
appointments in the public service, and difficulties are thrown in their way, 
even if they seek to earn a livelihood in distant provinces, such as Behar and 
the North-West. The zemindars have been impoverished. Such is the 
neglect and injustice which is extended to the loyal people of Bengal by the 
Bntish Government. 

4. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 80th March, says that in a recent Debate 
inthe Lords the Duke of Argyll described 
the real import of the treaties which had been 
— made with Shere Ali, and the disregard thereof 
y Overnment, as soon as a convenient opportunity was found for 
purpose. Referring to the alleged discovery of some secret Russian 
Orrespondence at Cabul, the writer observes:—We do not admit that 

= had any hand in the recent affairs at Cabul. The power of Russia 
i crippled by the war which she waged against Turkey, and that 
aa 1s now seething with discontent. We cannot therefore bring 
ves to believe that Russia has recently had any intention of undertaking 
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an invasion of India with the aid of the Afghans. We really cannot see hoy 
the Czar, who is trembling for his life for fear of the Nihilists, could possibly 
have conceived any such plan. It is therefore but natural to suppose that 
the alleged find of Russian correspondence at Cabul is due to the extraordj. 
nary efforts of the Ministry. . 

Lord Oranbrook’s defence consisted in making a reiterated statement 
that the Afghan war began in justice, and in justice, it willend. Nov, ig 
the word “justice” were really to bear the sense in which it was used } 
Lord Cranbrook, one would almost wish that it were expunged from the 
English dictionary. If it is right that, owing to a fear of Russia, hundreds 
of Afghans should be decapitated; that hundreds of men and women, old 
and young, should be turned out of their homes to perish from hunger . 
that India should be saddled with a burden of ten crores of rupees, the 
cost of an inequitable war caused by foolishness—we do not know what 
injustice is. 

5. The Dacca Prakash, of the 4th April, observes with regret that in 

spite of the fact that their loyalty to the para- 
, eduction of the armies of Native mount power is unquestioned, and that the 
8 8. ° ° . 

have repeatedly given proofs of their fidelity, 
the Native Princes of India still continue to be regarded with distrust by the 
British Government. Not to speak of the promises contained in the procla- 
mation of Her Majesty on the assumption of Government in 1858, the honors 
conferred upon Native Chiefs by Lord Lytton on the occasion of the Imperial 
assemblage at Delhi should have inspired Government with other feelings 
towards them. The proposal made by the Army Commission, regarding the 
armies of Native States, if carried out, would seriously wound the feelings 
of these Chiefs, and be calculated to produce extremely undesirable 
results. , 
6. The declaration of policy made by Mr. Lepel Griffin at Cabul, 
aii: of says the Navavibhakar, does not provide for 
ghan affairs. ‘ , 

a settlement of affairs. Where is a compe- 
tent ruler to be found for Afghanistan? Wali Mahammad is indeed reli- 
able, but he is weak; andso is Ayub Khan, who cannot even keep his 
own troops under his control. It is not again likely that the British 
Government will look with favor upon the claims of Sardar Abdur 
Rahaman Khan, who has long been a pensioner of Russia. Yakub isa 
prisoner in India, and is not trusted. It appears from this that Govern- 
ment will have to face the necessity of setting up a nominal Amir in Afghan- 
istan, and station an army in that country to support his power. It will 
further have to take the work of administration intoitsown hands. Where 
then is the solution of the Afghan question? ‘What has been the gain? 
As far as we can see, the only gain has been that of Russia, whose work 
has been facilitated by the destruction of the integrity of the Afghan State, 
and the impoverishment of its people. 

7. QOnthe same subject the Sahachar, of the 5th April, contains a0 
Afghan affairs. article which is mainly a translation of 4 
leader in a recent issue of the Statesmon on 
Afghanistan. The writer dwells on the necessity of arriving at a speedy 
settlement of affairs in that country. Te has always expressed himself in 
favor of retirement therefrom ; whether that view is accepted or not, some- 
thing decisive should be promptly accomplished. The ‘high gates” of 
India have been obtained, and there is no justification for further delay. 
Lord Lytton, who fully anticipated the troubles which have now manifest 
themselves in Afghanistan, and with which, according to his own statement 
as contained in his despatch of 7th July, he was fully prepared to deal, should 
now bestir himself. Mr. Griflin’s declaration is not satisfactory, and does 
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not dispose of the questions which naturally arise in this connection. His 
announcement would seem to have been made for the purpose of bringing 
about a temporary settlement of affairs by throwing dust into the eyes of the 


Afghan Sirdars. 
Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. The Bharat Mihir, of the Ws emer vr go with regret a the 
results of agricultural operations carried on 
anon ay ao — under the supervision of Government in the 
North-Western Provinces should have led Sir Ashley Eden to entertain doubts 
regarding the wisdom of sanctioning them for Bengal. The editor regards 
4as strange that, being an Englishman remarkable for his perseverance 
as Sir Ashley is, he has given up all hopes of introducing with success an 
improved system of agriculture into this country, only because a few experi- 
ments have proved failures. The writer is convinced that the unsatisfactory 
character of the results has been due to a lack of adequate materials; and, 
taking this fact into consideration, there does not appear to exist any ground 
for despair. The Cinchona cultivation, which is now a success, would never 
have been what it is, had Government given it up at an experimental stage. 
The error therefore into which Sir Ashley Eden has fallen is a grave one ; 
and it will be difficult to rectify it, since he is very slow in casting off 
any erroneous impressions which he has once received. The further 
comments of the writer on the subject of agricultural improvements in the 
wards’ estates as viewed by Sir Ashley Eden are similar to those noticed in 
paragraph 14 of our last report. 
9. The same paper, in noticing the affidavit recently filed in the 
Shyamacharan Sanyal and the igh Court by Shyamacharan Sanyal of Santi- 
Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat. pore recently a correspondent of the Séates- 
man newspaper, regarding certain illegal acts of the Deputy Magistrate of 
Ranaghat, remarks that the people in the Mofussil are constantly brought in 
contact with officers of this type. The courage displayed by Shyamacharan 
in persistently exposing the misdeeds of the executive authorities of the 
Ranaghat sub-division is really commendable, and it would be well if 
the inhabitants of Mymensing could imitate his example. In that case 
petitions to the Lieutenant-Governor numerously signed would not be few. 
There are many officers who in trying the accused so award punishment 
that by the time the former are acquitted on appeal, the sentence of imprison- 
ment or flogging passed on them by the court below will have been carried 
out. Considering that such is the power of even the Native Deputy Magis- 
trates, it is no wonder that it is almost impossible for a native to expose 
with success the defectsin the trial of any case conducted by a European. 
Government should either withdraw from all such officers the power of 
— punishment, or provide some remedy for abuse of power on their 


10. The Sulabha mains oc pry in reference to the recent durbar 
Khilluts confs eld at Belvedere for the purpose of investin 
kbittn et Serene _ the Maharajah of Cooch Behar and others with 
Good 8, that a ring was given to each of the recipients on this occasion. 
a _ however, had been taken to realize the cost of this article 
ig Maa parties. ‘This action is not calculated to inspire one with esteem 
: nemo, and was conceived in bad taste. Is it a serious matter 
ed  vernment possessed of an income of fifty to sixty crores of rupees 
P nd a few hundreds for such a purpose? Thé whole thing smacks 

mercenary spirit. | 
The Hindu Hitaishint, of the 8rd April, writes as follows :— 
Calamities of India. While on the one hand, owing to the oppres- 
sions of foreigners belonging to a different 
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race and following a different creed, the people of India are gradually losin 

their courage and moral worth, they are, on the other, suffering equally 
from visitations of an adverse Providence. Within the last two decades 
nearly three millions of human beings have perished from the latte; 
cause. Cyclones and storm-waves, earthquakes and famines have been bys 

with the work of destruction. This holy land has been further stained by 
the blood of natives needlessly murdered by low-minded Europeans, The 
life of a native of India is held to be of so small account that it is taken with 
an ease which is not noticed even among the savage inhabitants of the 
forest or of the islands in the ocean. The writer then proceeds to notice the 
present untimely rainfall in Dacca, Noakholly, Commillah, Sylhet, anq 
adjacent districts, and expresses apprehensions regarding the outturn of the 
crops next year. : 

12. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th April, contains an article headed 
“The Court of Wards,” the substance of 
which may be thus stated :—Notwithstanding 
some apparent abuses attending it, the institution of the Court of Wards hag 
done an immense deal of good to the country. Owing to good management, 
the estates under its supervision soon rise in value, the debts bequeathed 
by the ancestors are cleared off, and funds soon accumulate. The eduea- 
tion imparted to the minors, however, is not found to produce satisfactory 
results. They often grow up without any moral principles, or acquiring 
any habits of steadiness and temperance. The consequence often is that on 
attaining their majority, and when they find themselves all on a sudden 
in possession of large funds, they soon squander them in idle and frivolous 
pursuits and pleasures. The editor here suggests that the period of majority 
should be extended from 18 to 21 years. The article concludes with 
another suggestion, namely, that Government should extend the sphere of 
action of the Court by embracing under it estates of even small value, the 
proprietors of which, if they happen to be minors, are under the present arrange- 
ment excluded from its operation. The effect of this is that such estates are 
often mismanaged, and the interests of the minors sacrificed by unscrupulous 
persons. All this might be prevented if Government took charge of all 
estates belonging to minors, no matter whether they were extensive or not. 
The task of management might be facilitated by regarding some five, seven, 
or ten of them as one property. This would also keep the cost of manage 
ment on account of each such estate at a low figure. 

13. Referring to the case of Dwarka Nath Banerji, the contractor 

The case of a contractor of Purneah. of Purnea h, who had been quite unlawfully 
sentto jail by the Magistrate of the district, 
but was on appeal acquitted by the Judge of the 24-Pergunnahs, the 
Jamalpore correspondent of the same paper states that while in jail he was 
subjected to very cruel treatment under the orders of the local authorities. 
The telegram directing his release from prison reached Purneah at 1] 4X, 
but he was not enlarged before 4 p.m. Government is asked to enquire into 
this matter. 

14. The following penege are extracted from an article in the Wavavr- 

| hdkar, of the 5th April, headed ‘Our Press 

Pret Lethbridge on the Vernacular (Commissioner and the Vernacular News 
papers :”—The Contemporary Review for March 
contains a paper by Mr. Lethbridge on the Press Act, in which the writer 
attempts a justification of that measure on the ground that when through the 
exertions of Sir Charles Metcalfe and Lord Macaulay the Press was made free 
in India, the native newspapers were so insignificant that there was 00 
immediate need of excluding them from the operation of the new enactment. 
Those illustrious persons, however, had fully contemplated the possibility that 
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7 rising influence of the vernacular papers, a Press law might some 
or tone peau. It so became ssenisiae in 1878, and on the supposi- 
ral that at this time the Vernacular Press really constituted an element of 
danger to the State, Government did nothing but what was proper in framing 
the Vernacular Press Act. Sir Charles Metcalfe and Lord Macaulay, if now 
alive, would have done the same. Considering again the magnitude of the 
danger apprehended, the legislation that has been framed is both mild and 

le. ; 
wae to be regretted Mr. Lethbridge has not been able to adduce any 
roofs in support of his statements. Before putting forth a justification of 
the Press Act, he should have clearly pointed out the faults of the vernacular 
newspapers. As it is, his defence of that measure has been worthless, and 
his statements will only meet with the contempt of all thinking men. He 
sontends that Act IX of 1878 is a mild law, but the truth is it has proved 
the ruin of native editors, who now write under a constant sense of dread, 
and lack the courage to expose the misdeeds of individual officers of 
ronment. 
a ~ fact is that, in this as in other matters, Lord Lytton was guided 
by evil counsel, and has made himself ridiculous. If he had been wise, he 
would never have consented to the passing of such a needless piece of 
legislation for the purpose of punishing inoffensive native editors who 
deal but in facts, and are the advocates of Government. He would never have 
taken a part in passing this law which has seriously arrested the development 
of the vernacular languages. Heisa scholar, and much was expected of 
him in this direction; but we have been as disappointed in him as that man 
was with the ocean who having expected that it would present him with 
precious jewels, found, on coming to.it, his mouth filled with salt water. | 
According to Mr. wethbridge, native newspapers influence the minds 
of educated natives. ‘This indeed is a novel statement. The authors 
of the Vernacular Press Act had endeavoured to show that that measure 
was required because native newspapers were misleading and corrupting the 
minds of the ignorant masses in this country. We wonder what those 
authorities will now say to this statement of the Press Commissioner. The 
fact is Mr. Lethbridge has herein stated the truth, and Government not 
having the courage to muzzle the English press, gagged the inoffensive native 
editors, who never even dream of writing anything as strong as that 
published in the Anglo-Indian prints. 
15. The same paper remarks that vaccination should not be made 
Tas Vansinetien it compulsory, even on the supposition that it 
was more efficacious than inoculation. To 
do so would be to curtail the liberty of the subject and open the 
door to oppression. The provisions regarding certificates when exemp- 
on is demanded, the penalty to be inflicted on defaulters, and the 
prosecutions, all have a tendency in this direction. The practice of vaccina- 
lion is gradually spreading in this country, and it would be well if it were 
left to the people to accept it of their own accord. 


LOCAL. 


16. The following appears in the correspondence columns of the 
Agrarian riots in Ishwargun} Bharat Mthir, of the 29th March :—About 


f 500 ryots of Panchrukhi, Chur Muslanda, and 
other places comprised within the estates of Mahima Baboo, the zemindar 


bah tnar bari, appeared before the assistant (sic) and refused to execute 
2 ulyats, The tenantry of nearly 22 mouzas in this part of the country 
© said to have formed a combination, and are inflicting considerable 
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injury on the inoffensive inhabitants of neighbouring villages. Neithe 
life, honour, nor property is safe. The zemindars, without considering the 
question of rights, are seeking to bind even those tenants who are entitled 
to acquire the right of occupancy by agreements in which they are required 
to contract themselves out of the privilege, and this they have refused to do. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, Ma. & B14, 


| Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, 
The 10th April 1880. 
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